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Introduction

The history of Hajj is from the Prophet Abraham who built the Kaabah about

2,700 years before Prophet Muhammad, about 4,100 years ago.

In the corner of the Kaabah is a black stone that was given to Prophet Abraham Z t

by the Angel Gabriel, the heritage asset in Makkah is priceless.
The annual pilgrimage is during the Islamic month of Dhu al-Hijjah, it re-

establishes steps from the time of Prophet Abraham and then Muhammad. -

Islam is the only major world religion that has a major ritual, Sa’ee WhICh goes
back to the steps of a woman, Hagar Abraham’s second wife. R

As Abraham and Hagar’s son Ishmael cried, where he kicked the ground a
miraculous spring, Zamzam water appeared this 1s available today.
Africa and the Middle East are home to about 2.9% of the world’s real*eStaté In
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), Vision 2030 will transform the country.
The Haram home to the Kaabah, is the world’s most expensive building.

Hajj is a major world annual festlval over three million people attend it
significantly contributes to KSA’s economy, it Is the fifth pillar of Islam.

Islam 1s the world’s fastest-growing religion, the majority are young people.
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Allah said:
“Indeed,
the first House of worship established for mankind was that
Bakkah 1.e. Makkah — blessed and a guidance for the worlds.”

3:96
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Makkah is where Hagar and
Ishmael settled after being taken
by Abraham to the wilderness, a
comparable story to the Book of

Genesis (21:14-21).

When Ibrahim was to leave Hagar,

she asked if it was the command of
God, he said yes, so she accepted
this. As Ishmael cried, Hajar ran
between the mountains of Safa and
Marwah looking for water this is
now a Hayjj ritual called Sa’ee.
Where Ishmael kicked a spring
appeared, Zamzam, holy water.
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The Kaabah is a stone building at
the center of Masjid al-Haram.
Some Muslims believe it to be the
‘House of God,’ it is the gibla, the
direction of prayer. The Kaabah M=
has been rebuilt, it was first built
» % Dby Prophet Abraham and his son

LR o (™ Ishmael after he came back.
55 | ! People circle the Kaabah, walking
| around the mataf, the outside area, =
this is called tawaf. The history
draws on worldwide guests.
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Allah also said:

“Perform the pilgrimage and the visit to Makkah f@rA*Hah”

2:196 NGRS
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Where is Makkah?

Makkah is in the Middle East,
KSA is a key country one of its
cities is Makkah, also
Madinah, Riyadh is its capital.

Vision 2030 will transform KSA
and the region. The world 5t
most rich sovereign wealth fund
IS here. KSA already draws on
global labour and skills.
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What is Masjid al-Haram?

Masjid al-Haram the sacred
mosque or the great mosque of
Makkah, is the most significant

' mosque in Islam. The 356,000 =
square meters (88 acres) site is the ==

world’s most expensive building,
valued at $120bn in 2021 (do

{

|

check this). 3m people can pray
here at one time. The oldest part
dates to the 16 century.

Hajj and Umrah is a significant
contributor to KSA’s economy.
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Hajj rituals

There are three different types of Hajj, this is one of them. DECEFNY
- Day 1. On the 8" Dhu al-Hijjah. Pilgrims wear ihram, which are simple clothes
They do tawaf, then sa’ee, they do both seven times. That night pilgrims stayatﬁe
the Mina campsites as Prophet Abraham and Muhammad did. o
- Day 2. On the 9" day, pilgrims go to the Mount of Arafat where the Prophet “= 771
Muhammad delivered his final sermon, during his first and last Hajj. Inthe |~ N
evening pilgrims travel to Muzdalifah, also a campsite, Both Prophet’ s stayed ST
here too, there are no tents here, there is only the night sky. '
- Day 3. On the 10t day, pllgrlms go to Jamarat to stone the devil, as Prophet
Abraham did when he tried to mislead him. This is the day of Eid al Adha, the
day of sacrifice to mark when Prophet Abraham was told to sacrifice his:son
Isaac by God. All Muslims are commanded to perform sacrifice to mark'the
occasion. In the night pilgrims go back to Mina for three nights, they must
complete three days of stoning.
- Day 5. 12t Dhu al-Hijjah Hajj ends with pilgrims going back to their usual
accommodation, they then remove the ithram and cut their hair.
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eSS 1Y
The Hajj key sites. \
= Key:
Masjid al-Haram home to the
Kabbah is in Makkah. The sacred
sites of Mina, Muzdallfah, and % The city of Madinah
Arafat are nearby. @ _
Mina camps

- The city of Makkah

Pilgrims may visit Madinah to visit |i§ _
the Prophet Muhammad’s mosque. § Muzdalifah camps
% & Arafat
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Final thoughts

Each pilgrim draws different lessons from ng {', everyone’s experience is unique,
Muslims are taught to believe in one God andto trust His plan.

- Wearing the same clothes for 5 days and living in campsites teaches one that all
humans are equal, where we are Is a matter of destiny and what we can do Is

God’s gift.
- The:Prophet Muhammad’s final sermon at Mount Arafat is a reminder of both
gender and racial equality and the importance of good deeds.
- 'TheAbrahamic faith’s key principles and teachings are similar, a belief in one.
God; prayer and charity, fasting and self-control, and pilgrimage which is to give
/. up things for His sake.
L= Itis hard to be precise as some details are from oral recollectjons, religious
nei-history I1s a whole area of study, and as there is a lot of material on the subject it
/- ~s important to check the quality of sources.
. - ~—~——8ome world maps include Palestine, and some do not, we used Saudi maps.
o2 We could not find that the Haram and Kaabah have UNESCO World listings, we
et -expect it will have some heritage protection.
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et 4 \We wish pilgrims partaking in
"‘-"’*"""'"3"'""“" * this year’s pilgrimage a safe and
¥ v .4 - successful journey, may Allah ™
- ] : ] accept your Haijj. i )

|/ ~~ Muslims who do not go to Hajj pe

-

may decide to fast on the day of , !

Arafat. Eid will be celebrated ‘

worldwide. Some people may
start fasting from 1 Dhu al-

. Hijjah, these are optional fasts.

The Hajj is only mandatory for
those who can afford and do the
journey. Allah does not want
hardship for his people.
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In the words of a fellow Surveyor.

“When AIIah almighty commanded Ibrahim, peace be upon him,
--to call for Hajj there were no people. He thought how can | call
people when my voice does not reach them and there is no one of
Zheothe people to communicate with, but he called. Then the call of
— Abraham peace be upon him exceeded the place and time, as

' " Allah almighty had authorised people to do Hajj.”

Sultan al Osaimi
A Surveyor from Makkah in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
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We hope our presentation was informativey

to invite us to deliver a talk on the topic, <27
feel free to contact us. L g

Please forgive any shortcomings.

Sarah Chaudhry
Director
Surveyor Store Ltd
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